
Lecture 22:
CS 5306 / INFO 5306:
Crowdsourcing and

Human Computation



Course Projects: Amazon Mechanical Turk

• Payments:

– Put $20 on account

– Get reimbursed by Information Science

– If you need more $ contact me

• Try simple task

– (Should have requester account)



Types of Crowdsourcing

• Overt
– Collecting (Amazon Reviews)
– Labor Markets (Amazon Mechanical Turk)
– Collaborative Decisions (Prediction Markets)
– Collaborative Creation (Wikipedia)
– Smartest in the Crowd (Contests)
– Games with a Purpose

• Covert / Crowd Mining
– Web page linkage, search logs, social media, collaborative filtering

• Dark side of crowdsourcing and human computation
• Collective intelligence in animals
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Mammon and the Archer

• mammon: “material wealth or possessions especially as having 
a debasing influence” (Mirriam Webster Dictionary)
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Mammon and the Archer

Why?



Great Rose Bowl Hoax

• 1961 Rose Bowl

• Washington Huskies vs Minnesota Golden Gophers

• Half-time show: Card stunt
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Dark side of crowdsourcing and human computation

• Worker experience

• Undermining crowds

• Using crowds for nefarious purposes

• Crowd failures
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• Crowd failures

How would you protect against these?
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Worker Experience

• Tuesday’s lecture by Brian McInnis

• “Anda’s Game” by Cory Doctorow 
http://www.salon.com/2004/11/15/andas_game/
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WikiScanner

• Virgil Griffith

• 2007-2013?
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